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Posted: Jan 19, 2011
SAVANNAH, Ga. - The top-ranked Lander women's basketball team claimed a win in its first game since ascending to the
top of the WBCA Division II Top 25 rankings with an 88-71 Peach Belt Conference victory over host Armstrong Atlantic
State University on Wednesday afternoon in Savannah.
It was just the second time in the Peach Belt era that the host Lady Pirates (7-8, 3-4 PBC) have faced a top-ranked squad
and Lander (18-0, 8-0 PBC) used a big 35-12 edge in points off turnovers to come away with the victory. Armstrong's other
matchup against a top-ranked team came on Feb. 3, 2001, a 96-41 loss at then-No. 1 Columbus State.
Lander jumped out to a 39-22 lead at halftime and stretched that lead to 24 points, 48-24, on a pair of Shannon McKever
free throws with 17:22 remaining in the game. Armstrong climbed back into the game with a 14-3 run over the next two and
a half minutes, using a layup by Jazmin Walker to cut the lead to 12, 50-38, with 14:58 remaining.
"The difference for us during that stretch was that we valued the basketball and made shots," Armstrong head women's
basketball coach Matt Schmidt said. "And when you aren’t able to do both against them, the game can get away from you
real fast."
The Lady Bearcats answered with a 12-2 run of its own over the next three and a half minutes to stretch the lead back out to
22, 62-40, to allow Lander to earn the win. 
Lander placed three players in double figures as well, led by Ciara Lyons' game-high 22 points on 9-of-14 shooting from the
floor. Mukia Myrick added 18 points and McKever scored 17 points - all in the second half - to become Lander's all-time
leading scorer in women's basketball history with 1,474 career points.
Armstrong placed a trio of players in double figures, led by Mauri Wells and Arpine Amirkhanyan, who each collected 17
points. Brooke Long added 13 points off the bench.
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